Will Christianity Survive?
offered no rain would fall, or that if we had not
prayed for the recovery of a sick man God would
have allowed that man to die. For if a cyclonic
disturbance was already on its way, if the invalid
would in any case have recovered, what was the
purpose of the prayers? Extraordinarily difficult
situations arise when different people are asking
God for contrary results: as when, in the late war,
Germans and British were equally interceding for
victory. How does God decide? If God had
all the time decided to grant victory to the Allies,
were not the prayers on both sides a sheer waste of
energy?
This type of rational criticism arises if prayer is
conceived as a process of wringing favours out of
God. That is the reason, I suppose, why most people
have ceased to pray, for among the great majority
of men and women praying has gone out of fashion
as much as Bible-reading. Some people may have a
moment's desperate recourse to prayer when an
agonizing crisis overwhelms them; but probably
they find on those occasions that their request is
not granted, so that ultimately they are confirmed
in their scepticism.
This class of objection, however, is much more an
argument against a particular conception of prayer
than a disproof of the principle that there is an
Intelligence and a Goodness with whom one can
either vocally or mentally hold communion. There is
a profound difference between these two conceptions
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